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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 1820 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, ECON. NATO 

SUBJ: ECONADS: ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT FOR BACKGROUND IN PREPARA- 
TION OF DRAFT MINISTERIAL GUIDANCE 

REF: A) USNATO 1611; B) USNATO 1754 

1. IN CONSIDERATION OF ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT FOR MINISTERIAL 
GUIDANCE (ED/EC/75/18) AT APRIL 3 ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETING, 

US AND BELGIAN REPS SUGGESTED MODIFICATION OF FIRST SENTENCE, 
PARA. 5, TO NOTE THAT PROBLEM FACING ALLIANCE REGARDING OIL 
IS LEVEL AND STABILITY OF PRICES RATHER THAN UNCERTAINTY 
ABOUT AVAILABILITY. US REP ALSO SUGGESTED ECONOMIC DIRECTORATE 
MIGHT WANT TO QUALIFY 5 PERCENT ESTIMATE FOR FUTURE GROWTH 

OF SOVIET GNP INASMUCH AS GROWTH IN 1974 WAS BELOW 5 
PERCENT EVENTHOUGH IT WAS SECOND BEST YEAR FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION AND INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT INCREASED AT HIGHEST RATE 
SINCE 1970. 

2. CHAIRMAN STRESSED THAT PAPER SUBMITTED TO ECONOMIC COMMITTEE 
FOR COMMENT RATHER THAN APPROVAL AND WOULD BE SENT TO DRC AS 
REPRESENTING ASSESSMENT OF ECONOMIC DIRECTORATE, NOT MEMBER 
COUNTRIES. PEREZ 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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